
May 1, 2020
 
Dear Students,
 
To say that the past few weeks have been different would be an understatement.  I remember a month or so ago,
when the coronavirus was a passing phrase any time someone in the room coughed. I never dreamed we would
be talking through letters and packets.  I know that for some of you, this has been the best 6 weeks of school
ever!  :)  For others, this time may have been stressful and scary due to finances at your house or sickness in
your family.  Please know that I am here for you. I have tried not to overwhelm you with work or extra things to
think about.  My prayer is that you are enjoying your family time, playing outside, and using your brain to think
creatively!  Take time to journal, even if not specific about the virus.  I know writing for some of you is almost
physically painful (or so you would think). If you want, make a video journal or a recording of you talking
about your day.  I am available through email (amcmillen@pcsd.ms) or Google classroom.  If you have
permission from your parents, you can join our class remind @igbrains.  I enjoy seeing pictures of you because
I miss seeing your faces!
As far as the packet is concerned, I have compiled some activities that I hope you will enjoy!  Keep your
creativity sharp, enjoy spending time outside, and do not waste away to the tv in front of you!
 
Daily Thoughts - There are 4 weeks of daily thoughts.  Each one shouldn’t take you long, but it gives your brain
something to think about. I would love to hear/see your responses and I encourage you to share them with
others!
Chess - I know some of you enjoy chess, but may not have a board and pieces at home. I printed a board and the
pieces that can be cut out to be used.  Or I would love for you to use these as templates and create your own
board!  By the way, I am becoming a better player as I play with my two boys and my husband. I may be able to
beat some of you, or at least know the rules better when we get back to school!  Watch out! :)
Creative Thinking  - Just cool ideas to get your creative juices flowing!  I would complete one task a day, share
your ideas, or even create them!
Puff Mobiles - This activity is one of my favorites, although the rules would be strictly enforced at school. :)
Improvise at home. Use items that would be odd to create a car/vehicle that can be powered by your “puff” of
air!
Fun Theory - Fun Theory is a longer project that takes time and should be spread across several days. Think
about a problem that needs to be solved and how you could encourage people to change their behavior by
adding a fun aspect. You can solve global, national, local, or even neighborhood problems. Here are some
problems that my students have solved with a fun theory project in the past: hand washing, buckling seat belts,
siblings arguing on long car rides,etc.  When you are finished, please share your thoughts with me!  I can’t wait
to see these!
 
I hope you enjoy these activities or at least spend a few minutes thinking creatively!  Enjoy your 4 weeks at
home and make the most of your time.  You should even fold the clothes, load the dishwasher, and say thank
you to those taking care of you!

Love,
Mrs. Mc



Daily Thoughts
Each day, answer the question given.  Options for sharing your answers:

1) Send me an email amcmillen@pcsd.ms
2) Post the answer in our Google Classroom
3) Join my remind (With parent permission) and send your answer to me 

(Remind code: @igbrains)
4) Ask each member of your family to share your answers at the dinner table.
5) Text (with parent permission) your answer to your friends or family.

mailto:amcmillen@pcsd.ms


Missing MONDAY

What is something of yours 
in your house that always 

comes up missing?



Tasty Tuesday

What is your 
favorite 

Quarantine food?



Wait . . . WHAT? (Wednesday)

What would you do if you woke up in 
the morning one foot taller than you 

are today?

(Would this be good or bad? Why?) 



Theme Park  
Thursday

If you built your own 
theme park, what 
RIDE would you 

definitely include?
(Be creative and 

draw it out!)



Fantastic Friday

Name one thing that has 
been the most exciting 

during your time at home! 



Week 2



Mind-binder MONDAY

Find as many words as you 
can that contain tire but do 

not refer to a wheel.



Totally 
Tuesday

If you could watch only 1 TV show for the rest of your life, what show would it be?  



Weather Wednesday

Describe what you 
think is the Perfect 

Weather Day!

On this perfect 
day, what would 
you be doing?



three things   
THURSDAY

What are 3 things you 
learned at home in the last 

few weeks?



Favorite FRIDAY
What is your 

favorite Weekend 
activity? 



Week 3



Mindset MONDAY

If I knew 
I Couldn’t FAIL,

I WOULD ...



Twist it Up - TuesdayRules: In a Word Ladder:
● Players get a starting word and an ending word
● Starting and ending words must be the same length (PIG and HOG, or 

CAT and DOG)
● Players change one letter at a time, attempting to move from the starting 

word to the ending word
● Each intermediate step must be a valid word, and no proper nouns 

allowed!
Examples: Here are a few samples. Note that each step is a word and changes 
only one letter from the previous word.
FLY to CRY - Get from FLY to CRY.

1. FLY
2. FRY (l → r)
3. CRY (f → c)

You Try:  Remember to follow the rules listed!

1) CAT to DOG

2) MAN to APE



Word Wednesday

What words can 
you make with 
these letter?

(REAL Words!) 
No proper nouns. 
At least 3 letters.

d e h n

k t m b

c r e n

f a d t



think about it  
THURSDAY

What is 
something you 
are PROUD of?



Fishbowl Friday

Would you rather be a 
famous athlete or a 
famous movie star? 

Tell us why?



Week 4



Mindset MONDAY

What can you say 
instead of 

“This is HARD!”



Tickle Me TUESDAY
Tell me 

something 
that makes 
you LAUGH



Into 
The

W
I
L
D 

Wednesday

If you could be 
any ANIMAL, 
what would it 
be and WHY?



thankful  
THURSDAY

Happiness 
is not about getting 
what you WANT, it’s 

about LOVING what 
you already have!
What you are you 
THANKFUL for 

today?



Five Word Friday
Imagine, you just won 
1 million dollars! In 

exactly 5 WORDS tell 
me what you would do 

with the money. 





Mindset MONDAY What can 
we learn 

from this?



Take me to the TREES Tuesday

What is your 
favorite thing to 
do outside in nice 

Weather?



Word Wednesday

Add a “NEW 
WORD” to the 

scrabble 
board, make 

sure it links up!

T
H
O
U
G
H
T
F
U
L



If you could only keep 
ONE of your 

possessions and had to 
throw EVERYTHING 
else away…. What 
would you keep?

Throw it AWAY
Thursday! 



Mundane Monday

What can you do when 
it's raining to make the 

day more enjoyable?



If we were at school together, these would be the supplies we used to build 
our cars in teams.  I guess since I am not there to be sure you follow them, 
then you are free to add to the supply list. :)  However, don’t give yourself 
too many “pre-made” items; that takes out the creativity factor!!  

Have fun!  See if someone else at home would build one too so that you 
can race them!  

Once your car is built, choose a start line.  You give the car a “puff” of air to 
power it.  See how far it can travel with one puff!   

Puff Mobiles 
Supplies:   

! 3 straws 
! 4 lifesavers 
! 1 piece of paper 
! 2 paper clips 
! 50 centimeters of tape 

Instructions: 
1. You are making a car out of the given supplies.  You may choose to 

work with one other person or alone.   
2. When you finish building you may name your car for the race.   

**Puff mobiles must move only by blowing on the car.  

Racing Points: 
1. 1 point for every inch of extra non-used tape 
2. 5 points for a car that rolls 
3. 2 points for every inch the car rolls with one “push” 



Several years ago, Volkswagon had several videos about a “Fun 
Theory” Project.  The basic idea was to encourage people to do 
something good by making that process fun. I have put the link for 
one video below, or you can search “Fun Theory Project by 
Volkswagon”.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SByymar3bds 
The piano staircase initiative 
The world’s deepest bin 

After watching the video(s), design your own Fun Theory project. 
Below are the key elements of a "Fun Theory" Project that students 
in years past helped me identify.  

1. It is designed to solve a problem or help people. Some 
examples yesterday: Public Safety, Personal Health, Helping 
the Environment 

2. It should be fun! The sole basis is that people enjoy or have fun 
while ____________ (Whatever it is you are trying to solve) 

3. Who is your audience? Are you trying to reach kids, teens, 
adults, or everyone? 

4. Where would you project be most useful? School, 
neighborhood, state, nation?  

5. Draw a sketch of your project. Make a list of how it would work. 
Think about how it would be built, engineered, programmed, 
etc. 

6. Create a slide show, video, or type out your plan for your 
project. Share your plan with me or the class through email or 
google classroom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SByymar3bds



